62                          THE GOSPEL OF BUDDHA.

"My heart yearns to do what is right and to be a
blessing ,unto my fellow-beings. Let me then ask you,
Must I give up my wealth, my home, and my business
enterprises, and, like you, go Into homelessness in or-
der to attain the bliss of a religious life?"                 15

And Buddha replied : "The bliss of a religious life
is attainable by every one who walks in the noble eight-
fold path. He that cleaves to wealth, had better cast
it away than allow his heart to be poisoned by it; but
he who does not cleave to wealth, and possessing
riches, uses them rightly, will be a blessing unto his
fellow-beings.                                                                   1<J

"I say unto thee, remain in thy station of life and

apply thyself with diligence to thy enterprises.    It is

| not life and wealth and power that enslave men, but

the cleaving to life and wealth and power.                17

"The bhikshu who retires from the world in order
to lead a life of leisure will have no gain. For a life
of indolence is an abomination, and lack of energy is
to be despised.                                                         18

"The dharma of the Tathagata does not require a
man to go Into homelessness or to resign the world, un-
less he feels called upon to do so; but the dharma of
the Tathagata requires every man to free himself from
the illusion of self, to cleanse his heart, to give up his
thirst for pleasure, and lead a life of righteousness. 1S)

"And whatever men do, whether they remain In
the world as artisans, merchants, and officers of the
king, or retire from the world and devote themselves
to a life of religious meditation, let them put their
whole heart into their task ; let them be diligent and
energetic, and, if they are like the lotus, which, al-
though it grows in the water, yet remains untouched
by the water, if they struggle in life without cherishing